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DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE DEPARTMENT FOR PLANNING AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
Appointment of Mr Eric Lumsden - Statement by Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.08 am]:  I am pleased 
to advise the house that the government has approved the appointment of one of the state’s best respected 
administrators and planners as Director General of the Department for Planning and Infrastructure.  Eric 
Lumsden, currently City of Melville chief executive officer and former City of Swan chief executive officer, will 
commence his appointment as director general in early November. 

Eric Lumsden has shown leadership both in local government and beyond, winning great respect across industry 
and government.  He has played an important role in brokering strong relationships between state and local 
governments.  His skills will help the government achieve a high degree of collaboration with the private sector 
and other tiers of government in managing the massive growth Western Australia is experiencing.  With almost 
30 years of experience and achievement at a senior level in large local governments, he is well-equipped to 
oversee a government agency of more than 1 200 staff and an annual budget of about $170 million. 

The Department for Planning and Infrastructure has a broad coverage across the entire state and is a complex 
organisation covering many different areas.  Apart from land use and transport planning, these areas include 
licensing, marine safety, administration of Crown land and coastal facilities.   

Eric’s energy and strong commitment to mentoring staff will also greatly assist in attracting and retaining key 
personnel in our crucial agency. 

I take this opportunity to thank retiring director general Greg Martin.  As director general, Greg had the complex 
task of bringing together land use policy and planning, and infrastructure planning.  Greg has been a very 
professional and dedicated public servant.  I thank him for his role and achievements over the past five years and 
I wish him well in his new role at the Planning and Transport Research Centre.  
 


